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Introduction 
 
The Occupancy Trend Product provides aggregate data for addresses identified by the USPS® 
as unoccupied. Due to its administrative origin, there are a few important items to remember 
when working with this data.  
 
Vacant addresses are required to be identified, via the Delivery Force Knowledge® of Postal 
carriers, as addresses where mail has not been delivered for 90 days or longer. Some carriers 
update addresses as they become vacant with no expectation of immediate occupancy. 
 
Census data is updated once a year by the US Department of Census. 
 
File Format 
 
The file set includes a breakdown by census tract and block information, removing any 10 or 
less vacancies from the census block within each of the file types, i.e. ZIP Code, Route, County, 
and Congressional District. 
 
Each file is available in fixed-length format. 
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ZIP Code Vacant File Layout – Copyright Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_zipcode.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End  Content Note 
Copyright Detail Code  1  001 001  C = Copyright 
Filler    11  002 012 
Copyright Statement  13  013 025  COPYRIGHT © 
Filler    1  026 026 
File Version Year  5  027 031  2023. 
Filler    2  032 033 
Copyright Notice  19  034 052  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Filler    347  053 400 
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ZIP Code Vacant File Layout – Detail Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_zipcode.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End 
State Code         2  001 002 
State Abbrev         2  003 004 
ZIP Code         5  005 009 
Filler        23  010 032 
Census Tract         7  033 039 
Census Block Group        1  040 040 
Census Block         4  041 044 
Census GEOID 
 State Code        2  045 046 
 County Code        3  047 049 
 Tract No        6  050 055 
 Block Group No       1  056 056 
 Block No        3  057 059 
Residential PD        7  060 066 
Business PD         7  067 073 
Residential Vacant        5  074 078 
Business Vacant        5  079 083 
Residential 30 or less        5  084 088 
Business 30 or less        5  089 093 
Residential 31 to 90        5  094 098 
Business 31 to 90        5  099 103 
Residential 91 to 180        5  104 108 
Business 91 to 180        5  109 113 
Residential 181 to 365       5  114 118 
Business 181 to 365        5  119 123 
Residential 1 to 2 years       5  124 128 
Business 1 to 2 years        5  129 133 
Residential 2 to 3 years       5  134 138 
Business 2 to 3 years        5  139 143 
Residential over 3 years       5  144 148 
Business over 3 years       5  149 153 
New Added Addresses 

Residential        7  154 160 
Business        7  161 167 

Residential Drop        7  168 174 
Business Drop         7  175 181 
Filler      219  182 400 
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Route Vacant File Layout – Copyright Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_route.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End  Content Note 
Copyright Detail Code  2  001 001  C = Copyright 
Filler    11  002 012 
Copyright Statement  13  013 025  COPYRIGHT © 
Filler    1  026 026 
File Version Year  5  027 031  2023. 
Filler    2  032 033 
Copyright Notice  19  034 052  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Filler    347  053 400 
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Route Vacant File Layout – Detail Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_route.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End 
State Code         2  001 002 
State Abbrev         2  003 004 
ZIP Code         5  005 009 
Route          4  010 013 
Filler        19  014 032 
Census Tract         7  033 039 
Census Block Group        1  040 040 
Census Block         4  041 044 
Census GEOID 
 State Code        2  045 046 
 County Code        3  047 049 
 Tract No        6  050 055 
 Block Group No       1  056 056 
 Block No        3  057 059 
Residential PD        7  060 066 
Business PD         7  067 073 
Residential Vacant        5  074 078 
Business Vacant        5  079 083 
Residential 30 or less        5  084 088 
Business 30 or less        5  089 093 
Residential 31 to 90        5  094 098 
Business 31 to 90        5  099 103 
Residential 91 to 180        5  104 108 
Business 91 to 180        5  109 113 
Residential 181 to 365       5  114 118 
Business 181 to 365        5  119 123 
Residential 1 to 2 years       5  124 128 
Business 1 to 2 years        5  129 133 
Residential 2 to 3 years       5  134 138 
Business 2 to 3 years        5  139 143 
Residential over 3 years       5  144 148 
Business over 3 years       5  149 153 
New Addresses Added 

Residential        7  154 160 
Business        7  161 167 

Residential Drop        7  168 174 
Business Drop         7  175 181 
Filler      219  182 400 
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County Vacant File Layout – Copyright Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_county.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End  Content Note 
Copyright Detail Code  2  001 001  C = Copyright 
Filler    11  002 012 
Copyright Statement  13  013 025  COPYRIGHT © 
Filler    1  026 026 
File Version Year  5  027 031  2023. 
Filler    2  032 033 
Copyright Notice  19  034 052  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Filler    347  053 400 
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County Vacant File Layout – Detail Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_county.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End 
State Code         2  001 002 
State Abbrev         2  003 004 
County Code         3  005 007 
County Name       25  008 032 
Census Tract         7  033 039 
Census Block Group        1  040 040 
Census Block         4  041 044 
Census GEOID 
 State Code        2  045 046 
 County Code        3  047 049 
 Tract No        6  050 055 
 Block Group No       1  056 056 
 Block No        3  057 059 
Residential PD        7  060 066 
Business PD         7  067 073 
Residential Vacant        5  074 078 
Business Vacant        5  079 083 
Residential 30 or less        5  084 088 
Business 30 or less        5  089 093 
Residential 31 to 90        5  094 098 
Business 31 to 90        5  099 103 
Residential 91 to 180        5  104 108 
Business 91 to 180        5  109 113 
Residential 181 to 365       5  114 118 
Business 181 to 365        5  119 123 
Residential 1 to 2 years       5  124 128 
Business 1 to 2 years        5  129 133 
Residential 2 to 3 years       5  134 138 
Business 2 to 3 years        5  139 143 
Residential over 3 years       5  144 148 
Business over 3 years       5  149 153 
New Addresses Added 

Residential        7  154 160 
Business        7  161 167 

Residential Drop        7  168 174 
Business Drop         7  175 181 
Filler      219  182 400 
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Congressional District Vacant File Layout – Copyright Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_congdst.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End  Content Note 
Copyright Detail Code  2  001 001  C = Copyright 
Filler    11  002 012 
Copyright Statement  13  013 025  COPYRIGHT © 
Filler    1  026 026 
File Version Year  5  027 031  2023. 
Filler    2  032 033 
Copyright Notice  19  034 052  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
Filler    347  053 400 
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Congressional District Vacant File Layout – Detail Record 
 
Filename = vacant_ot_congdst.txt 
 
      Position 
Field Name   Length Start/End 
Congressional State Code       2  001 002 
Congressional State Abbr       2  003 004 
Congressional District No       2  005 006 
Filler        26  007 032 
Census Tract         7  033 039 
Census Block Group        1  040 040 
Census Block         4  041 044 
Census GEOID 
 State Code        2  045 046 
 County Code        3  047 049 
 Tract No        6  050 055 
 Block Group No       1  056 056 
 Block No        3  057 059 
Residential PD        7  060 066 
Business PD         7  067 073 
Residential Vacant        5  074 078 
Business Vacant        5  079 083 
Residential 30 or less        5  084 088 
Business 30 or less        5  089 093 
Residential 31 to 90        5  094 098 
Business 31 to 90        5  099 103 
Residential 91 to 180        5  104 108 
Business 91 to 180        5  109 113 
Residential 181 to 365       5  114 118 
Business 181 to 365        5  119 123 
Residential 1 to 2 years       5  124 128 
Business 1 to 2 years        5  129 133 
Residential 2 to 3 years       5  134 138 
Business 2 to 3 years        5  139 143 
Residential over 3 years       5  144 148 
Business over 3 years       5  149 153 
New Added Addresses 

Residential        7  154 160 
Business        7  161 167 

Residential Drop        7  168 174 
Business Drop         7  175 181 
Filler      219  182 400 
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Data Element Definitions 
 
Business Drop 
Count of the businesses served at a drop site. A drop site is defined as single delivery serving 
multiple businesses. 
 
Business 30 or less 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant 30 days or less. 
 
Business 31 to 90 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant between 31 days and 90 days. 
 
Business 91 to 180 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant between 91 days and 180 days. 
 
Business 181 to 365 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant between 181 days and 365 days. 
 
Business 1 to 2 years 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant between 1 year and 2 years. 
 
Business 2 to 3 years 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant between 2 years and 3 years. 
 
Business over 3 years 
Count of the business addresses that have been vacant over 3 years. 
 
Business PD 
Total count of possible business addresses whether they are marked vacant or not. 
 
Business Vacant 
Total count of possible business addresses that are marked vacant regardless of duration. 
 
Census Tract 
Census tracts are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county. 
They are uniquely numbered in each county with a numeric code. Example: 1234.01 
 
Census tracts average about 4,000 inhabitants 
 Minimum Population – 1,200 

 Maximum Population – 8,000 
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Census Block Group (BG) 
A BG is a combination of census blocks that is a subdivision of a census tract or block 
numbering area (BNA). (A county or its statistically equivalent entity contains either census 
tracts or BNAs; it cannot contain both.) A BG consists of all census blocks whose numbers 
begin with the same digit in a given census tract or BNA; for example, BG 3 includes all census 
blocks numbered in the 3000s. The BG is the smallest geographic entity for which the decennial 
census tabulates and publishes sample data. 
 
Census Block 
Census block is the smallest geographic area for which the Bureau of the Census collects and 
tabulates decennial census data. Blocks are formed by streets, roads, railroads, streams and 
other bodies of water, other visible physical and cultural features, and the legal boundaries 
shown on Census Bureau maps. 
 
Census GEOID 
 State Code 
 County Code 
 Tract No 
 Block Group No 
 Block No 
The Census Bureau and other state and federal agencies are responsible for assigning 
geographic identifiers, or GEOIDs, to geographic entities to facilitate the organization, 
presentation, and exchange of geographic and statistical data. GEOIDs are numeric codes that 
uniquely identify all administrative/legal and statistical geographic areas for which the Census 
Bureau tabulates data. From Alaska, the largest state, to the smallest census block in New York 
City, every geographic area has a unique GEOID. Some of the most common 
administrative/legal and statistical geographic entities with unique GEOIDs include states, 
counties, congressional districts, core based statistical areas (metropolitan and micropolitan 
areas), census tracts, block groups, and census blocks. 
 
Congressional District No 
A standard value identifying a geographic area within the United States served by a member of 
the US House of Representatives or Senate. If Army/Air Force (APO), fleet post office (FPO), or 
Diplomatic post office (DPO), this field is blank. If there is only one member of Congress within a 
state, the code is “AL” (at large). 
 
Congressional State Abbr 
A 2-character abbreviation for the name of the state, US Territory, or armed forces ZIP Code 
designation to which the congressional district belongs. 
 
Congressional State Code 
The Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) code assigned to a given state. 
 
County Code 
The Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) code assigned to a given county or parish 
within a state. In Alaska, it identifies a region within the state. If APO, FPO, or DPO and the 
record type is “S”, “H”, or “F”, the county code is blank. 
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County Name 
The assigned name of the county. 
 
County State Abbrev 
A 2-character abbreviation for the name of the state, US Territory, or armed forces ZIP Code 
designation to which the county state code belongs. 
 
County State Code 
The Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) code assigned to a given state. 
 
Newly Added Addresses Business 
Number of new business addresses added in the previous month. 
 
Newly Added Addresses Residential 
Number of new residential addresses added in the previous month. 
 
Residential Drop 
Count of residences served at a drop site. A drop site is defined as single delivery serving 
multiple residences/households. 
 
Residential 30 or less 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant 30 days or less. 
 
Residential 31 to 90 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant between 31 days and 90 days. 
 
Residential 91 to 180 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant between 91 days and 180 days. 
 
Residential 181 to 365 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant between 181 days and 365 days. 
 
Residential 1 to 2 years 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant between 1 year and 2 years. 
 
Residential 2 to 3 years 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant between 2 years and 3 years. 
 
Residential over 3 years 
Count of the residential addresses that have been vacant over 3 years. 
 
Residential PD 
Total count of possible residential addresses whether they are marked vacant or not. 
 
Residential Vacant 
Total count of possible residential addresses that are marked vacant regardless of duration. 
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Route 
A 4-character code assigned to a mail delivery or collection route within a 5-digit ZIP Code. The 
first character is alphabetical, and the last three are numeric: 
 Bnnn = PO Box 
 Cnnn = City Delivery 
 Gnnn = General Delivery 
 Hnnn = Highway contract or Contract Delivery Service (CDS) 
 Rnnn = Rural route 
 
State Abbrev 
A 2-character abbreviation for the name of the state, US Territory, or armed forces ZIP Code 
designation. IF APO/DPO/FPO, then the state abbreviation is “AA”, “AE”, or “AP.” 
 
State Code 
The Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) code assigned to a given state. 
 
ZIP Code 
A 5-digit code that identifies specific geographic delivery area. ZIP Codes can represent an area 
within a state, an area that crosses state boundaries (unusual condition), or a single building or 
company that has a very high mail volume. ZIP is an acronym for Zone Improvement Plan. 
 


