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Partnership in Tomorrow Meeting Minutes 
CASS™ MASS™ 

Cycle O 2020, May 31, 2018 
 

The Partnership in Tomorrow Meeting was hosted as a webinar on Thursday, May 31, 
2018, by the National Customer Support Center in Memphis, TN with an audience of 
participants that included CASS developers, CASS integrators, and MASS 
manufacturers. 
 
These minutes are a record of the discussion held during the webinar and feedback and 
comments submitted by the audience. 
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Review of CASS™ MASS™ Cycle N 
 
CASS Cycle N certification has been extended through July 31, 2020. 
 
The conversion from SHA 1 to SHA 256 was completed on July 31, 2017. SHA 256 
static test data was provided via EPF to all CASS developers. CASS developers were 
responsible for distributing the static data to their customers and notifying them to use it 
for CASS and MASS testing.  
 
The DirectDPV product was retired in November 2016. 
 
PO Box Street Addressing (PBSA) identified with carrier routes C770-C779 were added 
to the CMRA table. 
 
New DPV® and DSF2® tables – Door Not Accessible (DNA), No Secure Location (NSL), 
Non Delivery Days (NDD) and No-Stat Reason (NSR) were added to the hash products. 
Also, the Throwback table was added to DPV. All DPV tables will be tested in CASS 
Cycle O. 
 
The CASS Summary Report (PS Form 3553) was revised to remove references to the 
DirectDPV product and to revise language used to describe the LACSLink® product in 
September 2017. Software developers must update the form generated by their 
application by September 2018. 
 
The revised PS Form 3553 is available at http://about.usps.com/forms/ps3553.pdf.   
 
  

http://about.usps.com/forms/ps3553.pdf
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CASS Cycle O 
 

P. O. Box™ Only Delivery Zones 
 
 
USPS® has deployed an additional value in the City/State product to flag P.O. Box Only 
Delivery Zones.  

 
The file layout utilizes “P” as the Copyright Detail Code which is different from the 
existing ZIP Classification code “P” located in the City/State Detail record that indicates 
where a ZIP Code has other forms of postal delivery, other than PO Box, that is 
provided to the community.    

 
• A PO Box only flag will be added to CASS Testing.  Software must return a ‘Y’ in 

this field when a record is in PO BOX only Deliver Zone. 
 

• Online software may use the PO Box only Delivery Zone Flag as a way to prompt 
customers for their mailing address when the address provided was not a PO 
Box address. 

 
The PO Box Only Delivery Zones have no other form of postal delivery other than PO 
Box deliveries. 
 

5-Digit Validation 
 
5-digit validation applies to No Match ZIP + 4 records.  

 
CASS software must validate the city, state, and ZIP Code™.  

 
Current DMM® rules state that the street, city, state and ZIP Code must all correspond 
to be considered a valid ZIP Code for the purpose of presort and automation discounts. 

 
If the output City, Sate, and ZIP Code correspond, it can be counted on the 3553. 
 
A new flag will be populated in the CASS test file to determine if the 5-digit is counted 
on the 3553. 

 
Y = ZIP Code validates for city and state. Increment the total 5-digit Coded on the         

3553 
 
N = ZIP Code not valid for the city and state. Do not increment the total 5-digit 

Coded on the 3553 
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    Blank = No ZIP Code Returned.  Do not increment the total 5-digit Coded on 3553 
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DPV Codes Redefined and New 
 
After much feedback concerning the DPV Codes, we have decided to leave the original DPV 
Codes as is and add a new Extended DPV Code field for those who want more information in a 
single field. The original DPV Code meanings have been updated for clarity. 
 
 
DPV Codes 
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Extended DPV Codes 
 

Extended 
DPV Code 

 
Definition 

 

“Y” 

 
Address was DPV confirmed for both primary and (if present) secondary 
numbers 
 

“D” 

 
Address was DPV confirmed for the primary number only, and the secondary 
number information was missing but required 
 

“S” 

 
Address was DPV confirmed for the primary number only, and the secondary 
number information was present but invalid (valid secondary information 
required) 
 

“P” 
 
Address was DPV confirmed for the primary number only, and the secondary 
number information was present but not required 
 

“R” 
 
Address confirmed but USPS delivery not provided 
 

“T” 
 
Address was DPV confirmed for the primary number only by dropping the 
trailing alpha 
 

“N” 
 
Address failed to DPV confirm, primary number missing or invalid 
 

Blank 
 
Address not presented to DPV 
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DPV Footnotes 
 
New footnotes have been added to denote a trailing alpha was dropped to match the primary 
number, PBSA match and match to R777 records. 
 

 
 
 
NOTE: Both the original and Extended DPV Codes as well as all footnotes will be added to the 
CASS test and must be provided to customers upon request. A new field will be defined in the 
CASS test for the Extended DPV Code. Also, the DPV footnotes field will be increased from 3 
entries to 5 (a total of 10 bytes). We will provide the new CASS file layout no later than the 
release of the Stage I file. 
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DPV – new tables 
 
Several tables have been added to the DPV hash files. For CASS Cycle O, these values will 
also be included in the Flat versions of DPV/DSF2. 
 
 
 

DNA – Door Not Accessible 
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NSL – No Secure Location 
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NDD – Non Delivery Days 
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Throwback 
 
Mail is addressed to a normally deliverable address and the customer elects to have to mail 
delivered to an alternate address. 
 

No Delivery Type 
 

   



CASS™ MASS™ Partnership in Tomorrow Minutes, May 31, 2018 
 Page 15 
 

No-State Reason Code Table 
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Examples for DPV Codes, Extended DPV Codes, and Footnotes 
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R777 Definition/Clarification 
 
Physical addresses that are assigned to a phantom route of R777 are not eligible for 
street delivery.  

 
 Flagged as a No-Stat record 
 The ZIP + 4 cannot be returned by CASS software 
 Cannot be counted on the 3553 as a ZIP + 4 coded record 
 The ZIP + 4 should not be printed on the mailpiece 
 
A new Extended DPV code of “R” and footnote of “R7” was created to identify these 
records. This footnote must be returned when the address matches a carrier route of 
R777 to indicate that the address is not expected to be delivered by the Postal Service. 
 
 

   
 
 
  
  
 
When primary numbers aren’t valid in a range of R777 addresses, return the DPV return code 
and footnotes for records that don’t confirm.  
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PBSA Identifier 
 
The industry communicated a specific need to identify PO Box Street Address (PBSA) records. 
These records were added to the CMRA table and later a PBSA table was added. 
 
PBSA records will be removed from the CMRA table. 
 
The PBSA table should be queried when an address is DPV confirmed. 
  
A new DPV footnote of “PB” was created to identify PBSA records and must be 
returned when the address is found in the PBSA table. 
 
PBSA addresses can be identified by one of the following methods: 
 

• The unique carrier route numbers of C770 – C779 
• Interrogate the PBSA table  
• The DPV footnote code “PB”. 

 
All PBSA addresses have a record type of “H” – high-rise style address. 
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CASS™ MASS™ Partnership in Tomorrow Minutes, May 31, 2018 
 Page 22 
 

 
 

CMRA/PMB DPV® Confirmation Flag  
 
When the input address record contains “PMB”, the PMB number must be ignored for 
DPV confirmation.  

 
When an address with a pound sign (#) is matched to a CMRA, the pound sign (#) must 
be returned on the output record. 
  
When a pound sign (#) and secondary number are present in the returned ZIP + 4® 
address, the secondary number does not DPV confirm, and the primary number (and/or 
other secondary number) confirms as a CMRA, the pound sign (#) on the secondary 
information must be converted to PMB. It is only relevant if the primary address is 
coded as a CMRA.  
 

 
 
When a confirmed CMRA address record containing two (2) distinct secondary 
information values and neither number ZIP + 4/DPV confirms, assign PMB to the 
secondary number  value farthest away from the primary delivery address.  
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Single Trailing Alpha on Primary Number 
 
Current Rule 
 
When a primary number is numeric with a Single Trailing Alpha Exception (no 
secondary present on input) DPV confirmation is performed using the primary number 
as returned from the ZIP + 4 match. If the primary number does not confirm with the 
Single Trailing Alpha, software returns the input or normalized output and must return 
and “N” for DPV confirmation.  
 

 
 
Updated Rule 
 
When a primary number is numeric with a Single Trailing Alpha Exception (with no 
secondary present on input) and it does not DPV confirm as returned from the ZIP +4 
match, the Single Trailing Alpha should be dropped for DPV confirmation. 
 
If the primary number DPV confirms, software must return the new return code “T” and 
footnote “TA”. 
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NOTE: This new rule only applies to street style records and does not change ZIP+4 
matching rules. 
 
 

 

 

Deliverable Street/Highrise Default 
 
Approximately 76,000 addresses have a valid delivery point at the primary number without the 
need of a secondary number because of the type of delivery. There are also highrise specific 
addresses at the same primary number.  
 
Currently, an input address without secondary will match to the highrise default 
 
We are modifying address matching logic to accommodate these street deliverable address 
record types. 
 
When an input address without secondary information matches to a highrise default and DPV 
does not flag the default as a No-stat (DPV X = N), drop to the street level match and return the 
associated information.  
 
This should not be done on addresses that match a highrise default when invalid secondary 
information is entered. 
 
SuiteLink should be queried before making this check. 
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SuiteLink® - Minimum requirement and options for returning extraneous 
information  
 
When a SuiteLink match is found, the address-matching software must insert the valid 
secondary information as a requirement for CASS certification. The SuiteLink secondary 
information must be appended to the delivery address and the 11-digit barcode must 
match the appended SuiteLink address. 
 
The primary street address along with the SuiteLink result must be contiguous – this is a 
required output for CASS certification.  
 

 
 
Optional formats in production product 
 
Based on the input address, CASS software can return invalid extraneous information in 
several optional formats.  
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We encourage mailers to append the secondary SuiteLink matched information to the 
mailpiece to help ensure the mail reaches the intended recipient. However, this is 
optional. The mailer can choose not to append the valid secondary information to the 
mailpiece. However, the 11-digit barcode must match the appended SuiteLink address. 
 
 
SuiteLink – MLOCR 
 
MLOCR software will have the option to print the SuiteLink number on the mailpiece. 

 
Example: 

910 MADISON AVE #823 38103 

   
 
Example: 

           # 823  

  
  
The barcode must reflect the SuiteLink matched address. 
 
Q. Is the requirement for appending the SuiteLink secondary match only necessary for 

vendor certification?  Can a user of our software choose not to include the SuiteLink 
secondary but still use the SuiteLink secondary ZIP+4 and qualify for CASS 
discounts?  

A: The SuiteLink match is required to be returned in testing with the delivery point 
associated with the match. Only MASS will have the option of printing it. 
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The SuiteLink® requirement to append the secondary output to an address was 
changed to allow the ZIP + 4® for the corrected address to be present in the 
barcode only. 
 

Military Addressing 
 
Two new military delivery types are being added to the postal database. These be in included in 
the new testing cycle. 
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Platform Testing 
 
The term “platform” means any differently complied version (operating system) with the 
same configuration. 
 
Multiple platforms with different configurations are subject to all testing fees. 
 
Waivers will not be considered. 
 
There will be a ten (10) business day turnaround period for each test submission. 
 
Testing will include all existing logic and new Cycle O Requirements. 
 
No changes to the required scores. 
 
 

Fee Schedule 
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Significant Milestones 
 

 


	Review of CASS™ MASS™ Cycle N
	CASS Cycle O
	P. O. Box™ Only Delivery Zones
	5-Digit Validation
	DPV Codes Redefined and New
	DPV – new tables
	DNA – Door Not Accessible
	NSL – No Secure Location
	NDD – Non Delivery Days
	Throwback
	No Delivery Type
	No-State Reason Code Table

	Examples for DPV Codes, Extended DPV Codes, and Footnotes
	R777 Definition/Clarification
	PBSA Identifier
	CMRA/PMB DPV® Confirmation Flag
	Single Trailing Alpha on Primary Number
	Deliverable Street/Highrise Default
	SuiteLink® - Minimum requirement and options for returning extraneous information
	Military Addressing
	Platform Testing
	Fee Schedule
	Significant Milestones

